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but by an act of the whole legislature. It was wonderful- to see
how a prejudice in favour of government in general, and an
aversion to popular clamour, could blind and contract such an
understanding as Johnson's in this particular case." Where
Boswell expresses himself with regard to Johnson, in terms so
reprehensive as the above, we cannot be accused of severity in
repeating his just censure. Several answers appeared, but, per-
haps, all of them, in compliance with the excited feelings of the
times, dealt rather in personal abuse of Johnson, as a pensioner
and hireling, than in fair and manly argument. The chief were,
the Crisis; a Letter to Dr. Samuel Johnson; and, the Constitu-
tion Defender and Pensioner exposed, in Remarks on the False
Alarm,